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enable it ultimately to stand on its legs. The freight problem is one of the most important for the industrial future of India. I speak with reserve and diffidence. But I see no reason why, if the railway freights are so largely regulated and controlled by the State, some sort of regulation or control should not be exercised by the Indian Government on the question of sea freights. The problem is complicated by the fact that most of the shipping companies are domiciled outside the jurisdiction of the Indian Government. It is enough to call attention to the problem. It is for responsible statesmen to devise a remedy.
While on this subject, the opinion of so weighty an authority as Sir Frederick Lely may be quoted on railway rates in India. Local opinion is frequently heard making out grievances against railway rates, but there is no subject anywhere on which local opinion has no grievances. When, however, the late Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces pleads for a more effective control of railway rates by the State, his views are entitled to respectful consideration. And the parties which can least afford to neglect them are the Railway Administrations themselves,
"The Traffic Manager," says Sir Frederick, "wields an irresponsible power over the country commanded by his railway which should not be entrusted to any man, and least of all to one who, rightly from his own point of view, regards nothing but his master's dividend and certain wide limits